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Since 1945 there have been over 2,000 nuclear weapon tests
around the world. Many of these tests were conducted in the
atmosphere, including tests of thermonuclear weapons. While
the tests were conducted at remote test sites and the blast and
heat effects of the tested weapons did not harm people, the vast
fallout clouds caused significant health problems and
widespread social disruption to millions of people living nearby.
As well as sickness and death from the fallout radiation, many
communities experienced removal from their homes and
traditional lands by force, while others were abandoned to
areas with high levels of radiological contamination.
Additionally, the sites of nuclear weapon production, especially
plutonium production, created some of the most radiologically
contaminated sites on the planet. Nuclear accident sites, both
from weapon production and nuclear power generation also
have affected millions of people. This class will examine the
history of radiation exposures in communities from these
encounters with nuclear technology. We will examine the
locations and incidents of exposures, and we will chart the
various social disruptions in their wake. We will also examine
the colonial nature of nuclear weapon testing and nuclear
production site location. Finally, we will examine the
Anthropocentric aspects of this legacy. For each section of the
class after initial examination of the topic and relevant
readings, students will conduct research to further develop
their own understanding and to engage with the literature in
the field so that they can strategize an independent research
program. From these efforts each student will design and
implement a research program to produce an original research
paper.
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This course is a broad survey of positive and negative
developments that have occurred in the international relations
of Southeast Asia after World War Two. The issues of conflict
that will be examined are the Three Indochina Wars from 1946
to 1989 when Vietnam ended its occupation of Cambodia after
10 years that began in 1979. The earlier First War led to the
defeat of the French colonial forces in 1954 and the separation
of Vietnam into North and South. Then the Second War led to
the communist victory in 1975 that reunited Vietnam. These
developments dominated the international relations of
Southeast Asia in the Cold War period and beyond. The second
conflict that will be examined is the Indonesian military
confrontation against the Federation of Malaysia from 1963 to
1967 that occurred in maritime Southeast Asia.
As for issues of cooperation the course will examine the
circumstances that led to the formation of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 1967. Especially
important was the regime change in Indonesia from Sukarno to
Suharto and a change in the country’s ideological orientation
and foreign policy output. This will be followed through by the
issues that strengthened ASEAN in the economic and political
realms. Then the course will examine the outward expansion of
ASEAN in the 1990s and the factors that contributed towards
that development. Finally the course will end by looking at the
outward expansion of ASEAN as expressed in the ASEAN Plus
Three organization and East Asian regionalism initiatives.
Until recently most initiatives involving East Asian
regionalism have been ASEAN centric and we will examine the
reasons for such centricity. The course will then end by
examining ASEAN and its relevance in the wider Asia Pacific
region and how regional resident powers have recently altered
the context of regional international relations.
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